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Talk to colleagues

Read

Choose a journal


Audience


Citation factor 


Expected publishing time

Submit 

Only one journal

Don’t expect an editor to fix things

Expect to wait

Don’t get discouraged

“We’re sorry, but…”

“The article is worthy of being published on the condition that…”

Redo article

Read referees’ comments carefully

Make corrections, additions, rewrite

Document changes

Resubmit

Galley proofs

Read aloud to someone else

Remember YOU are responsible for mistakes

The IMRAD model




Introduction

Create a Research Space (CARS)  

· Establish a research territory

background

problem

· Prepare for present research (establish a niche)

add to ongoing research

indicate a gap in knowledge

raise questions (conflicts) about previous research

· Introduce present research

hypothesis

purpose


(John Swales, 1990)

Material and method (as an appendix?)

People

Equipment/machines

Procedure

Analysis (statistics packages, etc.)

Figures, illustrations, pictures

Results

No more, no less than what you have observed

No explanations 

Tables, graphs

Discussion

Explanation of results

Comparison with other research

Relevance for “the world”

Recommendations for future research

Titles (keep the reader/searcher in mind!)

Key words

Relevant

Not too long


Topic, nature and scope


Key words


Abstract

Informative (summary)

Indicative

References

Only sources you have actually used

Prevent plagiarism

ICMJE (Vancouver style)


Acknowledgements
Funding
Relevant appreciation
The text itself (language)

Paragraphs

Topic sentences

Unified

Minimum 3 sentences

Sentences

KISS

Active/passive

Jonas Salk developed an oral vaccine for polio myelitis.



An oral vaccine for polio myelitis was developed.
Verb tense 

Present tense for reference to general knowledge
Severe injuries often incur long-term disability.

Past tense for reference to single studies
Miller et al. (1993) carried out an extensive analysis of national databases and found that…

Present perfect for reference to areas of study
An extensive analysis of national databases has been carried out…(passive)

Several investigators have attempted to find the causes of the defect.


Past tense in the methods section

First we heated the steel rod, then we measured…

Verb parts together

Dangling modifiers

Words

Terminology

Acronyms/abbreviations

Websites for:

examples of reference lists

http://www.ecf.utoronto.ca/~writing/handbook-docum1b.html
overview of the parts of a scientific article (IMRAD)

Short version  http://www.wisc.edu/writing/Handbook/ScienceReport.html
Detailed version: http://www.icmje.org/
Hints for making slide presentations

http://www.engconfintl.org/powerpt.html
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